
 
FLAME University vs Ashoka 
University: Comprehensive 
Comparison 
Both FLAME University (Pune) and Ashoka University (Sonepat) are India's leading liberal arts 
institutions offering interdisciplinary undergraduate and postgraduate programs. While neither 
university offers traditional BTech degrees, both provide strong foundations in liberal arts 
education with options for computer science and technology-focused majors. Here's a 
comprehensive analysis comparing fees, placements, ROI, and overall value proposition. 

Quick Comparison Overview 
Parameter FLAME University Ashoka University 

Location Pune, Maharashtra Sonepat, Haryana 

Established 2015 2014 

Student Rating 4.3/5 (68 reviews) 4.5/5 (17 reviews) 

Accreditation UGC UGC 

Campus Type Fully Residential Fully Residential 

BTech 
Available 

No No 

Program Focus Liberal Arts & Management Pure Liberal Arts 



 

Fee Structure Comparison 

Undergraduate Programs - Complete Fee Breakdown 
FLAME University Fees (2026 Intake - 4 Years) 

Year Program 
Fees 

Lodging & Boarding Other 
Fees 

Total Annual 

First Year ₹8,75,000 ₹1,90,000 ₹80,000 ₹11,45,000 

Second Year ₹9,25,000 ₹1,95,000 ₹85,000 ₹12,05,000 

Third Year ₹9,75,000 ₹2,00,000 ₹90,000 ₹12,65,000 

Fourth Year ₹10,00,000 ₹2,05,000 ₹95,000 ₹13,00,000 

Total 4-Year Cost - - - ₹48,90,000 

 

Ashoka University Fees (2025-26 Intake - 4 Years) 

Year Tuition Residenc
e 

Essential 
Services 

Meals (Min) Total 
Annual 

First Year ₹10,22,70
0 

₹2,00,550 ₹5,400 ₹20,000 ₹12,48,650 

Second Year* ₹10,84,00
0 

₹2,12,500 ₹5,700 ₹21,000 ₹13,23,200 



Third Year* ₹11,49,00
0 

₹2,25,000 ₹6,000 ₹22,000 ₹14,02,000 

Fourth Year* ₹12,18,00
0 

₹2,38,000 ₹6,400 ₹23,000 ₹14,85,400 

Total 4-Year 
Cost 

- - - - ₹54,59,250 

*Estimated with 6% annual escalation 

Additional One-Time Charges 

Fee Component FLAME University Ashoka University 

Caution Deposit (Refundable) ₹75,000 ₹75,000 

Admission Fee - ₹50,000 
(Refundable) 

Total One-Time ₹75,000 ₹1,25,000 

 
​What's Included in Fees 

FLAME University Includes: 
Program Fees Cover: Tuition, academic materials, library access, lab facilities, sports activities, 
experiential learning (DAP/DIP/SIP programs), IT services​ 

Lodging & Boarding Cover: Twin-sharing accommodation, three meals daily, laundry (40 
items/month), utilities, housekeeping​ 



Other Fees Cover: Medical facilities, counseling, gymnasium, sports complex, campus 
transportation​ 

NOT Included: Field trips, immersions, specialized software, books, stationery, personal 
expenses​ 

Ashoka University Includes: 
Tuition Covers: Academic instruction, library access, lab facilities, academic support​ 

Residence Covers: Accommodation (twin-sharing), utilities, 

Essential Services Cover: Medical insurance, laundry 

Meals: Charged separately on pro-rata basis (minimum ₹20,000 annually)​ 

NOT Included: Books, field trips, personal expenses, additional meal costs beyond minimum​ 

Fee Comparison Analysis 
Cost Component FLAME (4 Years) Ashoka (4 

Years) 
Difference 

Total Program Cost ₹48,90,000 ₹54,59,250 Ashoka ₹5.69L higher 

Average Annual 
Cost 

₹12,22,500 ₹13,64,813 Ashoka ₹1.42L higher 

First Year Cost ₹11,45,000 ₹12,48,650 Ashoka ₹1.03L higher 

Fourth Year Cost ₹13,00,000 ₹14,85,400 Ashoka ₹1.85L higher 

Annual Escalation 4-5% 6% Ashoka higher 
escalation 

Key Insight: FLAME University is approximately ₹5.69 lakhs cheaper over 4 years compared 
to Ashoka University, with more predictable annual fee increases. However, Ashoka's meals are 
charged separately, which could add ₹80,000-₹1,00,000 over 4 years if students exceed the 
minimum meal plan. 



 
Placement Statistics Comparison 

Overall Placement Performance 
FLAME University Placements 

Program Placement 
Rate 

Highest 
Package 

Average 
Package 

Median 
Package 

MBA (2025) 96% ₹15.25 LPA ₹9.46 LPA ₹8.50 LPA 

MBA (2024) 100% ₹25.00 LPA ₹11.00 LPA - 

BBA Honours - ₹12.50 LPA ₹7.20 LPA ₹6.50 LPA 

BA Honours - ₹10.00 LPA ₹6.00 LPA ₹5.50 LPA 

B.Sc Honours - ₹9.50 LPA ₹6.50 LPA ₹6.00 LPA 

Ashoka University Placements 

Program Placement 
Rate 

Highest 
Package 

Average 
Package 

Median 
Package 

UG (3rd Year) 85-90% ₹23.00 LPA ₹10.86 LPA ₹10.00 LPA 

ASP (4th Year) 85-90% ₹35.00 LPA ₹12.00 LPA ₹10.85 LPA 

MA/MLS 85-90% ₹22.85 LPA ₹10.70 LPA ₹10.64 LPA 

Overall UG 85-90% ₹18-35 LPA ₹8-18 LPA - 



 
​Detailed Placement Comparison 

Undergraduate Programs Head-to-Head 
Metric FLAME University Ashoka University Winner 

Placement Rate 86-96% 85-90% FLAME (slight edge) 

Highest UG Package ₹12.50 LPA ₹35.00 LPA Ashoka 

Average UG 
Package 

₹6.50-7.20 LPA ₹10.86-12.00 LPA Ashoka 

Median UG Package ₹5.50-6.50 LPA ₹10.00-10.85 LPA Ashoka 

Top 25% Average Not disclosed Not disclosed Tie 

Key Insight: Ashoka University demonstrates significantly stronger placement outcomes 
with average packages 60-65% higher than FLAME for undergraduate programs. Ashoka's 
highest package of ₹35 LPA is nearly 3x FLAME's ₹12.50 LPA.​ 



 
Top Recruiters Comparison 

FLAME University Top Recruiters 
Consulting: Deloitte, EY, PwC, BCG, McKinsey​
Technology: Amazon, Google, Microsoft, Infosys, TCS​
BFSI: Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, HDFC, ICICI, Axis Bank​
FMCG: HUL, P&G, ITC, Nestlé​
Conglomerates: Adani, Vedanta, Reliance, Tata 

Ashoka University Top Recruiters 
Consulting: McKinsey, BCG, Bain & Company, Deloitte, EY, PwC, Accenture​​
Technology: Google, Microsoft, Amazon, Goldman Sachs Technology​​
Finance: Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan, Morgan Stanley, Citibank, HSBC​​
Development: World Bank, UN agencies, NGOs, Think Tanks​​
Research: Top PhD programs, Research institutions​ 

​ 

Key Difference: Ashoka attracts more premium consulting and finance firms with higher 
package offerings, while FLAME has stronger representation from FMCG, conglomerates, and 
mid-tier companies.​ 

Sector-Wise Placement Distribution 
Sector FLAME University Ashoka University 

BFSI 30-35% 25-30% 

Consulting 20-25% 30-35% 



IT/Technology 15-20% 15-20% 

FMCG/Retail 10-15% 5-10% 

Media/Communications 8-10% 5-8% 

Development/Research 5-8% 15-20% 

Startups 5-8% 5-8% 

Key Insight: Ashoka places significantly more students in consulting and development 
sectors, while FLAME has stronger presence in FMCG, media, and corporate roles. 

 
ROI Analysis (Return on Investment) 

FLAME University ROI Calculation 
Parameter Value 

Total Investment (4 Years) ₹48,90,000 

Average Starting Package ₹6.50 LPA (B.Sc./BA), ₹7.20 LPA (BBA) 

First Year Earnings (Post-Tax ~70%) ₹4.55-5.04 lakhs 

Break-Even Period 10-11 years 

5-Year Career Earnings (Est.) ₹45-55 lakhs 

10-Year Career Earnings (Est.) ₹1.2-1.5 crores 

​ 



Ashoka University ROI Calculation 

Parameter Value 

Total Investment (4 Years) ₹54,59,250 

Average Starting Package ₹10.86-12.00 LPA 

First Year Earnings (Post-Tax ~70%) ₹7.60-8.40 lakhs 

Break-Even Period 7-8 years 

5-Year Career Earnings (Est.) ₹65-85 lakhs 

10-Year Career Earnings (Est.) ₹1.8-2.5 crores 

 

ROI Comparison Summary 

ROI Metric FLAME University Ashoka University Winner 

Total Investment ₹48,90,000 ₹54,59,250 FLAME (lower) 

Average Package ₹6.50-7.20 LPA ₹10.86-12.00 LPA Ashoka 

Break-Even Period 10-11 years 7-8 years Ashoka 

5-Year Earnings ₹45-55 lakhs ₹65-85 lakhs Ashoka 

10-Year Earnings ₹1.2-1.5 crores ₹1.8-2.5 crores Ashoka 

ROI After 10 Years 145-207% 230-358% Ashoka 



Critical Insight: Despite higher upfront costs, Ashoka University offers superior ROI due to 
significantly higher average packages (60-65% more than FLAME). Students recover their 
investment 3 years faster at Ashoka and earn ₹50-100 lakhs more in the first decade of their 
careers.​ 

Academic Programs Comparison 

FLAME University Programs 
Undergraduate Degrees: BA, BBA, B.Sc., BBA (Communications Management), B.Des. 

Majors Available: 20+ majors, including Computer Science, Economics, Psychology, 
Entrepreneurship, Liberal Arts, Applied Mathematics 

Minors Available: 22 minors with 240+ major-minor combinations 

Computer Science Options: 

●​ B.Sc. with Computer Science Major 
●​ Computer Science and Design (Interdisciplinary)  
●​ Data Science and Economics (Interdisciplinary) 
●​ Computer Science as Minor 

 

Ashoka University Programs 
Undergraduate Degrees: BA (Hons.), B.Sc. (Hons.) 

Majors Available: Economics, Computer Science, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Political Science, History, Literature, Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology 

Program Structure: Major-Minor system with flexibility to design interdisciplinary combinations 



Computer Science Options: Available as a major or minor within the liberal arts framework 

Campus & Infrastructure Comparison 
Feature FLAME University Ashoka University 

Campus Size 60+ acres 25 acres 

Location 
Advantage 

Pune (IT hub, pleasant 
weather) 

Sonepat (near Delhi 
NCR) 

Accommodation Twin-sharing, mandatory Twin-sharing, mandatory 

Library ✓ ✓ 

Sports Complex ✓ ✓ 

Gym ✓ ✓ 

Medical Facilities ✓ ✓ (Insurance included) 

Cafeteria Multiple, all-inclusive meals Pay-per-meal model 

Labs ✓ ✓ 

Auditorium ✓ ✓ 

Transportation Campus shuttle Campus shuttle 

Location Analysis: 

●​ FLAME (Pune): Better weather, proximity to IT companies, cultural scene, more 
internship opportunities​ 

●​ Ashoka (Sonepat): Better Delhi NCR connectivity, proximity to government/policy 
institutions, corporate headquarters 



 
Student Experience & Culture 

FLAME University 
Experiential Learning: Mandatory DAP (Development Activities Program), DIP (Discover India 
Program), SIP (Summer Internship) 

Program Structure: 21% Foundation + 42% Major + 24% Minor + 11% Experiential + 2% 
Value-Added 

Flexibility: 240+ major-minor combinations with emphasis on career 

Student Rating: 4.3/5 based on 68 reviews  

Strengths: Strong management focus, industry connections, practical 

Ashoka University 
Academic Rigor: Known for research-focused, academically intensive environment 

Global Exposure: Strong emphasis on study abroad, international faculty, global partnerships 

Critical Thinking: Emphasis on debate, discussion, intellectual discourse​ 

Student Rating: 4.5/5 based on 17 reviews 

Strengths: Pure liberal arts education, research opportunities, graduate school preparation 

Career Outcomes: Beyond Placements 

FLAME University Graduates 



Career Paths: 

●​ Corporate roles in BFSI, consulting, FMCG, IT (majority) 
●​ Entrepreneurship (supported by minor options) 
●​ Media and communications 
●​ Limited focus on research/PhD pathways 

Alumni Success: Growing network in corporate India, particularly in Pune-Mumbai region 

Ashoka University Graduates 
Career Paths: 

●​ Premium consulting and finance roles (30-35%) 
●​ PhD admissions at top global universities (Harvard, MIT, Oxford, LSE)​ 
●​ Development sector and policy think tanks​ 
●​ Research institutions and fellowships​ 
●​ Corporate roles across sectors 

Alumni Success: Strong representation in academia, policy, and premium consulting globally​ 

 
Scholarships & Financial Aid 

FLAME University 
Scholarship Fund: ₹50 crore corpus​ 

Merit Scholarships: Special awards for high achievers (SAT 1500+ scorers)​ 

Need-Based Aid: Available based on family income​ 



Coverage: Can cover 10-100% of tuition fees​​ 

Ashoka University 
Scholarship Fund: Substantial corpus (exact amount not disclosed) 

Merit Scholarships: Offered to high-achieving students 

Need-Based Aid: Comprehensive financial aid program 

Coverage: Can cover full tuition and living expenses for deserving students 

Key Insight: Both universities offer substantial financial aid, but exact scholarship availability 
and criteria should be verified during application.​ 

Which University Should You Choose? 

Choose FLAME University If You: 
✓ Prefer Pune's location and climate​​
✓ Want management-oriented liberal arts​
✓ Seek strong FMCG, media, and mid-tier corporate placement​
✓ Value practical, experiential learning programs (DAP/DIP/SIP)​
✓ Want lower total investment (₹5.69 lakhs cheaper)​
✓ Prefer all-inclusive fee structure with meals included​​
✓ Are interested in entrepreneurship and communications​
✓ Want maximum flexibility with 240+ major-minor combination 

 

 



Choose Ashoka University If You: 
✓ Prioritize higher placement packages (60-65% more)​​
✓ Want access to premium consulting and finance ​
✓ Plan to pursue PhD or research careers at top global universities​​
✓ Value pure liberal arts and academic rigor​
✓ Seek better long-term ROI despite higher upfront ​​
✓ Prefer Delhi NCR connectivity for policy/government internships​
✓ Want stronger international exposure and global partnerships​
✓ Are willing to invest more for significantly better career outcomes 

Final Verdict 
Criterion Winner Reason 

Lower Fees FLAME ₹5.69L cheaper over 4 years  

Higher Placements Ashoka 60-65% higher average packages ​ 

Better ROI Ashoka Break-even 3 years faster, ₹50-100L more in 10 
years ​ 

Career Diversity FLAME Stronger FMCG, media, entrepreneurship options  

Premium 
Consulting/Finance 

Ashoka Better access to MBB, Goldman, JP Morgan ​ 

Research/PhD Path Ashoka Stronger track record of top PhD placements 

Experiential Learning FLAME More structured immersion programs  

Location Tie Pune (IT/corporate) vs Delhi NCR (policy/consulting) ​ 

Overall Value Ashoka Higher cost justified by superior outcomes ​ 

Bottom Line: Ashoka University offers superior overall value for students who can afford 
the higher investment, delivering 60-65% higher placement packages and significantly better 
long-term ROI. However, FLAME University remains an excellent choice for students 
seeking more affordable liberal arts education with strong corporate placement outcomes, 
particularly in FMCG, media, and mid-tier consulting firms. The choice ultimately depends on 
your financial capacity, career goals, and preferred learning environment. 
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